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Textual Analysis Concluding Exercise 
 
Students who register for this option choose to write three essays about three classic texts rooted in 
the Christian tradition. You are free to choose any three texts from the following list developed by 
the faculty and lecturers who teach at Saint Meinrad. You may be granted permission by the 
academic dean to write about a text not included on this list, if a faculty member or lecturer agrees 
to endorse your choice. The name of the faculty member or lecturer in parentheses after each title 
will be responsible for evaluating your essay. In many cases, information concerning the preferred 
publisher, year of publication, and edition of the text is specified. If you would like to use an 
alternate edition of a given text, you are expected to obtain permission from the faculty member or 
lecturer who will be evaluating your essay. If no publication data is specified, you are free to use the 
edition of your choice. 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Contra Gentiles: Book One: God. Translated by Anton C Pegis. Notre Dame, 
Ind.: University of Notre Dame Press, 1975. (Fr. Thomas Gricoski, OSB) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I, q. 1, “Nature and Domain of Sacred Doctrine.” (Dr. 
Christopher Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I, qq. 5 & 6, “Goodness in General” and “Goodness of God.” 
(Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I, qq. 75-100, “Treatise on Man.” (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I-II, qq. 1-6, “Treatise on Happiness.” (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I-II, qq. 18 & 19, “Good and Evil in Human Acts” and 
“Goodness and Malice of the Interior Act of the Will.”  Examine with Summa Theologiae, I-II, q. 76, 
“Whether Ignorance is a Cause of Sin.” (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I-II, qq. 49-67, “Treatise on the Virtues.” (Dr. Christopher 
Lutz) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologiae, I-II, qq. 90-108 “Treatise on Law.” (Dr. Michael Dunnigan, Dr. 
Christopher Lutz, or Dr. Daniel Kolb) 
 
Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologica, Part III, Questions 60–83. Translated by the Fathers of the 
English Dominican Province. New York: Benziger Bros., 1947. (Students may choose a subset of 
questions: 60–65 [sacraments in general], 66–72 [baptism and confirmation], or 73–83 [Eucharist].) 
(Dr. Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics. (Dr. Christopher Lutz or Dr. Daniel Kolb) 
 
Athanasius of Alexandria. On the Incarnation. Translated by Sr. Penelope Lawson. St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary Press, 2012. (Dr. Chris Hackett) 
 
Augustine. City of God. Edited and abridged by Vernon J. Bourke. New York: Image Books, 1958. 
(Dr. Robert Alvis) 
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Augustine. Confessions. Translated by John K. Ryan. Doubleday, 1960. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Augustine. On the Free Choice of the Will. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Augustine. The Trinity. 2nd ed. Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 2012. (Dr. Keith Lemna) 
 
Balthasar, Hans Urs von. The Glory of the Lord: A Theological Aesthetics. Vol. I, Seeing the Form. 2nd ed. 
San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2008. (Dr. Keith Lemna) 
 
Balthasar, Hans Urs von. The Laity and the Life of the Counsels. Translated by Brian McNeil with D.C. 
Schindler. San Francisco: Ignatius, 1993. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB)  
 
Balthasar, Hans Urs von. The Theology of Karl Barth. (Dr. Jonathan Ciraulo) 
 
Barr, Stephen M. Modern Physics and Ancient Faith. New edition. Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2003. (Fr. Thomas Gricoski, OSB) 
 
Bede. The Ecclesiastical History of the English People. (Dr. Robert Alvis) 
 
Benedict. The Rule of St. Benedict. (Sr. Jeana Visel, OSB) 
 
Boethius. The Consolation of Philosophy. Translated by Victor Watts. NY: Penguin, 1999. (Dr. Chris 
Hackett) 
 
Bonaventure. The Soul’s Journey into God. Translated by Ewert Cousins. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 
1978. (Dr. Chris Hackett or Dr. Jonathan Ciraulo) 
 
Burke, Cormac. The Theology of Marriage: Personalism, Doctrine, and Canon Law. Washington, DC: CUA 
Press. 2015. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB) 
 
Casel, Odo. The Mystery of Christian Worship. Edited by Burkhard Neunheuser. New York: Crossroad, 
1999. (Dr. Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man. Moscow, Idaho: Christian Heritage Series, 2021. (Dr. Michael 
Dunnigan) 
 
Clarke, William Norris. Person and Being. Milwaukee, WI: Marquette University Press, 2008. (Fr. 
Thomas Gricoski, OSB) 
 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Dignitas personae on Certain Bioethics 
Questions. September 8, 2008. (Fr. Mark O’Keefe, OSB) 
 
Congar, Yves. Lay People in the Church: A Study for a Theology of the Laity. Rev. ed. Translated by Donald 
Attwater. London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1985. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB) 
  
Congar, Yves. True and False Reform in the Church. Translated by Paul Philibert. Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 2011. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB) 
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Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.  Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church  
on the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons. October 1, 1986. (Fr. Mark O’Keefe, OSB) 
 
Crossan, John Dominic. The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant. New York: 
HarperSanFrancisco, 1991. (Dr. Clayton Jefford) 
 
Cyril of Alexandria. On the Unity of Christ. Translated by John McGuckin. Crestwood, NY: St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2015. (Dr. Chris Hackett) 
 
Cyril of Jerusalem, Mystagogical Catechesis (5 sermons).  [Suggested translations:  “Mystagogic 
Catechesis 1-5,” in Cyril of Jerusalem, trans. Edward Yarnold (London: Routledge, 2000); or Lectures on 
the Christian Sacraments, trans. Frank L. Cross, (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1986)] 
(Dr. Kimberly Baker) 
 
Dante. The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri, Volume 2. Purgatorio.  Edited and Translated by Robert M. 
Durling.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2003. (Fr. Guerric DeBona, OSB) 
 
Day, Dorothy. The Long Loneliness. (Dr. Ryan LaMothe) 
 
De Sales, Francis. Introduction to the Devout Life. (Dr. Kevin Schemenauer) 
 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment. (Dr. Daniel Kolb) 
 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Notes From Underground.  (Dr. Daniel Kolb)  
 
Francis. Amoris Laetitia. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB)  
 
Gadamer, Hans Georg. “The Relevance of the Beautiful,” in The Relevance of the Beautiful and Other 
Essays, translated by Nicholas Walker. Cambridge, GB: Cambridge University Press, 1986, pp. 3-53. 
(Fr. Harry Hagan, OSB) 
 
Galot, John. Theology of the Priesthood. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1985. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB) 
 
Greene, Graham. The Power and the Glory (Fr. Guerric DeBona, OSB). 
 
Gregory the Great. Pastoral Care. (Dr. Ryan LaMothe) 
 
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Soul and Resurrection. Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1993. 
(Dr. Chris Hackett) 
 
Guardini, Romano. The Spirit of the Liturgy. Translated by Ada Lane. New York: Benziger Bros., 1931. 
(Dr. Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Heidegger, Martin. Being and Time. Translated by John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson. New 
York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2008. (Dr. John Schlachter) 
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Hilkert, Mary Catherine. Naming Grace: Preaching and the Sacramental Imagination.  New York: 
Continuum, 1997. (Fr. Guerric DeBona, OSB) 
 
Ignatius of Loyola. A Pilgrim’s Journey: The Autobiography of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Translated and with an 
introduction and commentary by Joseph Tylenda. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2001. (Dr. Robert 
Alvis) 
 
John of Damascus. Three Treatises on the Divine Image. Translated by Andrew Louth. Yonkers, NY: St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2003. (Sr. Jeana Visel, OSB) 
 
You may add John Paul II, Christifideles Laici. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB) 
 
John Paul II. Crossing the Threshold of Hope. New York: Knopf, 1995. (Dr. Robert Alvis) 
 
John Paul II. Familiaris Consortio (The Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World). 
Anniversary Edition. Boston: Pauline, 2015. (Fr. Christian Raab, OSB)  
 
John Paul II. Veritatis splendor. (Dr. Kevin Schemenauer) 
 
Journal d’un curé de campagne, Robert Bresson. New York: Criterion Collection, 2004. DVD. (Fr. 
Guerric DeBona, OSB) 
 
Kant, Immanuel. Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals. (Dr. Daniel Kolb) 
 
Kavanagh, Aidan. On Liturgical Theology. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1981. (Dr. Nathaniel 
Marx) 
 
Kempe, Margery. The Book of Margery Kempe. Translated by Anthony Bale. Oxford University Press, 
2015. (Dr. Robert Alvis) 
 
Keener, Craig S. The Mind of the Spirit: Paul’s Approach to Transformed Thinking. Baker Academic, 2016. 
(Dr. Clayton Jefford)  
 
Kierkegaard, Soren. Philosophical Crumbs. Translated by M. G. Piety. NY: Oxford University Press, 
2009. (Dr. Chris Hackett) 
 
Kierkegaard, Soren. Purity of Heart is to Will One thing. Translated by Douglas V. Steere. NY: Harper, 
1956. (Dr. Chris Hackett) 
 
Kowalska, Maria Faustina. Diary: Divine Mercy in My Soul. Stockbridge, MA: Marian Press. (Dr. 
Robert Alvis) 
 
Leo XIII. Rerum novarum. (Dr. Kevin Schemenauer) 
 
The Letters of Abelard and Heloise. Translated with an introduction and notes by Betty Radice. Revised 
by M. T. Clanchy. Penguin Books, 2003. (Dr. Robert Alvis) 
 
Lewis, C. S. A Grief Observed. (Dr. Ryan LaMothe) 
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Lohfink, Norbert. The Christian Meaning of the Old Testament. Milwaukee, WI: Bruce Publishing Co., 
1968. (Fr. Harry Hagan, OSB) 
 
Lubac, Henri de. The Mystery of the Supernatural. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2008. (Dr. Keith 
Lemna) 
 
MacIntyre, Alasdair. After Virtue: A Study in Moral Theory. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Marion, Jean-Luc. Givenness and Revelation. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. (Fr. Thomas 
Gricoski, OSB) 
 
The Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicitas.  [Suggested translations:  The Acts of the Christian Martyrs, trans. 
Herbert Musurillo  (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972); or Lives of Roman Christian Women, ed. Carolinne 
White (New York: Penguin, 2010)] (Dr. Kimberly Baker) 
 
Maximus the Confessor. On the Ecclesiastical Mystagogy. Translated by Jonathan J. Armstrong. Yonkers, 
NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2019. (Dr. Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Newman, John Henry. An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent. (Dr. Jonathan Ciraulo) 
 
Newman, John Henry. An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine. Notre Dame, Ind.: University 
of Notre Dame Press, 1989. (Dr. Michael Dunnigan) 
 
Nouwen, Henri. The Wounded Healer. (Dr. Ryan LaMothe) 
 
Origen, On Prayer.  [Suggested translations: Origen: An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer, and Selected  
Works, trans. Rowan A. Greer, Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1979); or 
Tertullian, Cyprian, and Origen, On the Lord’s Prayer, trans. Alistair C. Stewart (Crestwood, NY: St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2004)] (Dr. Kimberly Baker) 
 
Pascal, Blaise. Pensées. (Dr. Jonathan Ciraulo) 
 
Paul VI. Humanae vitae (On the Regulation of Birth). July 25, 1968. (Fr. Mark O’Keefe, OSB) 
 
Plato. Gorgias. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Plato. Phaedrus. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Plato. The Republic. (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Plotinus. Enneads 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, and 5.1. [Use the translations by either Elmer O’Brien or A. H. 
Armstrong. Do not use the Stephen MacKenna translation] (Dr. Christopher Lutz) 
 
Portillo, Álvaro del. Faithful and Laity in the Church. Second English ed. Woodridge, Ill.: Midwest 
Theological Forum, 2014. (Dr. Michael Dunnigan) 
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Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, The Divine Names. Translated by Colm Luibheid. Mahwah, NJ: 
Paulist Press, 1987. (Dr. Chris Hackett or Dr. Jonathan Ciraulo) 
 
Ratzinger, Joseph (Pope Benedict XVI). Jesus of Nazareth: From the Baptism in the Jordan to the 
Transfiguration. Doubleday, 2007. (Dr. Clayton Jefford)  
 
Schillebeeckx, Edward. Christ the Sacrament of the Encounter with God. Translated by Paul Barrett. New 
York: Sheed and Ward, 1963. (Dr. Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Schneiders, Sandra S. Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in the Fourth Gospel. Revised 
edition. Herder & Herder, 2003. (Dr. Clayton Jefford)   
 
Second Vatican Council. Dignitatis Humanae. (Dr. Michael Dunnigan) 
 
Second Vatican Council. Lumen Gentium, chapters I to III. (Dr. Michael Dunnigan) 
 
Sokolowski, Robert. The God of Faith and Reason: Foundations of Christian Theology. Second Edition. 
Washington, D.C.: CUA Press, 1995. (Dr. John Schlachter) 
 
Stein, Edith. Knowledge and Faith. Translated by Walter Redmond. The Collected Works of Edith 
Stein, Volume 8. Washington, D.C.: ICS Publications, 2000. (Fr. Thomas Gricoski, OSB) 
 
Tertullian. Tertullian’s Homily on Baptism. Translated by Ernest Evans. London: SPCK, 1964. (Dr. 
Nathaniel Marx) 
 
Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America. Translated by Gerald Bevin. London and New York: 
Penguin Books, 2003. (Dr. Daniel Kolb) 
 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Built of Living Stones. Washington, DC: USCCB, 2000. 
(Sr. Jeana Visel, OSB) 
 
Wojtyla, Karol. Love and Responsibility. Translated by H.T. Willetts. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 
1981. (Dr. John Schlachter) 
 
 
 
 


